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 Tuesday August 19th the tasting of 
Agave Spirit Awards Europe 
2014 took place. The location was 
set to Nordic Light Hotel in Stockholm, 
Sweden. In total 61 different tequilas 
and mezcals were blind tasted by a four 
men strong jury.


 To secure the brand neutrality the jury 
was unaware of the participating brands 
XQWLO� DOO� ÀLJKWV� ZKHUH� WDVWHG� DQG� DOO�
scores where in. All bottles were kept in 
a separate room from the jury, where all 
samples were prepared as well. 


 The jury and organizers met at the hotel 
������IRU�D�EULH¿QJ�RI�WKH�GD\�DW�ODUJH��$W�
12:30 Alicia Basañes from PROMEXICO 
joined in to control and secure the set 
XS� DV� ZHOO� DV� EH� SDUW� RI� WKH� EULH¿QJ��
$W� ������ WKH� ¿UVW� ÀLJKW� RXW� RI� ��� JRW�
served to the jury and the tasting was 
on. PROMEXICO stayed and witnessed 
the whole tasting, the two best in show 
ÀLJKWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�PRQLWRULQJ�WKH�MXU\�ZRUN�
DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�EDFN�RI¿FH�


 All samples were tasted blind and 
judged individually by the jury in 13 
WDVWLQJ� ÀLJKWV�� GLYLGHG� EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR�
spirits and their respectively categories.  
)RU� WHTXLOD� WKHUH�ZHUH���GLIIHUHQW�ÀLJKWV�
(3 for Blanco and 2 each for Reposado, 
Añejo and Extra Añejo) and for Mezcal 
WKHUH�ZHUH���GLIIHUHQW�ÀLJKWV����IRU�-RYHQ�
and 1 for Pechuga/Flavored).


 Each jury typed down their comments 
of each individual glass and their score. 
7KH� VFRUHV� IURP� HDFK� ÀLJKW� ZKHUH�
put in an envelope that got placed 
LQ� D� ER[�� $IWHU� WKH� ¿QDO� ÀLJKW� WKH� ER[�
with all the scores was sealed and 
signed by all jury members. The box 
ZDV� VWRUHG� DW� 3520(;,&2¶V� RI¿FH� LQ�
6WRFNKROP� ZKHUH� LW� ¿QDOO\� JRW� RSHQHG�
by the organizers and PROMEXICO on 
Thursday September 11th. All scores 
were typed in a spreadsheet to get the 
outcome of the tasting.


THE TASTING







 The whole tasting as well as the 
FRPSLODWLRQ� RI� WKH� VFRUHV� ZDV� ¿OPHG�
by the organizers.


 The jury added 2,75 calibration points 
WR�WKH�¿UVW�WKUHH�ÀLJKWV�WKDW�DOO�FRQVLVWHG�
of tequila blanco. This was done since 
at every tasting, try or session it always 
takes a while to adapt and to get in sync 
with the pallet and references. The 
calibration was given to all the products 
so it didn’t give any brand or product 
any advantage or disadvantage and is 
VROHO\�GRQH� WR�EDODQFH� WKH�¿UVW�ÀLJKWV�
towards the later.


 The Best in Show was executed 
through each jury took side notes on 
their top scored glasses. The overall 
top 5 in each spirit then got tested and 
judged again and the glass with highest 
total score got awarded Best in Show 
Tequila or Best in Show Mezcal. 


 In total 18 bronze, 14 silver and 11 gold 
PHGDOV�ZHUH�DZDUGHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�HYHU�
Agave Spirits Awards Europe 2014. 


 Since the key to Agave Spirits 
Awards is brand neutrality we have 
kept the jury a secret until the tasting 
where done and all the results compiled.


 Michel Jamais (Sweden) 
Michel’s has a background as a 
chef and a sommelier and has since 
the 1990’s been an educator and 
FRQVXOWDQW� LQ� WKH� ¿HOGV� RI� ZLQH� DQG�
spirits. So far he has held more than 
4000 lectures on the subjects and 
visited most wine regions, wine yards, 
breweries and distilleries that matters 
of today. Michel has been writing for 
different magazines all over the world 
and published 12 books about wine, 
beer, spirits and food pairing. In 2006 
Michele got awarded the Swedish Wine 
Academy’s scholarship for his works.


THE JURY







 Arvid Rosengren (Denmark)
Arvid is a Swedish-born sommelier 
currently working as Wine Director for 
a group of restaurants in Denmark and 
London. Arvid won ASI Best Sommelier 
of Europe 2013, and has previous won 
Best Sommelier of Sweden 2010 and 
the Nordic Countries 2009. He will 
compete in the World championship 
for sommeliers 2014 where one of the 
favorites to take the title. Arvid also 
writes for several European magazines 
about wine, spirits and the restaurant 
industry.


 Alexandre Vingtier (France)
Alexandre’s career started with cigars 
and whisky as a teenager and has then 
taken him all over the world as a spirits 
buyer, consultant, journalist and jury 
PHPEHU��-XVW�WR�JHW�D�SLFWXUH�KH�\HDUO\�
try over 100 exclusive single casks 
ranging from single malt whisky to rum, 
tequila and even arrack. Alexandre 
recently published the book 101 
Rhums à Découvrir and is the Editor 
in Chief for the Rumporter Magazine 
and part of the jury at Rhum Fair 
Awards, Concours Général Agricole 
(cognac, calvados and rhum) and 
World Whiskies Awards among others. 
Alexandre is also involved in education 
of BNIC in France.


 Berhard Schäfer (Germany)
Bernhard is from a bartender 
background but decided to move to the 
RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�EDU�DIWHU�¿IWHHQ�\HDUV��
Now he is working as spirits and drinks 
journalist and a well respected lecturer 
for different brands, spirits companies 
and academies. Since 1997 he is a 
spirit judge at the IWSC, German Rum 
Festival. Further Bernhard is Cognac 
educator for BNIC and Master of 
Quaich.


www.agavespiritsawards.com
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GIVING BACK


 The team of Agave Spirits Awards 
loves Mexico and wants to give back 
to the society. We have been in 
contact with several organizations 
and felt that Dulce Camino had a 
unique cause. Agave Spirits Awards is 
committed to support the organization 
and by participating in the competition 
the brand owners are too. The best 
in show trophies are made by the 
Huichol artisan from Dulce Camino, 
Mr. Florentino Gonzales Anselmo.


 Dulce Camino is a Mexican charity 
organization whose mission is set 
to help the vulnerable   indigenous 
communities in Mexico. Rather than 
just give charity and contributions Dulce 
Camino work with self-management in 
WKH�¿HOGV�RI�KHDOWK��HGXFDWLRQ��FXOWXUH��
justice, ecology and traditions. Since 
IRXQGHG� LQ� -DOLVFR� LQ� WKH� ����¶V� WKH�
vision has always been to integrate 
WKH� GLIIHUHQW� FRPPXQLWLHV� RI� -DOLVFR�
and the rest of Mexico without losing 
their individual traditions and identity.


Dulce Camino provides medical care 
through different civilian hospitals in 
Guadalajara as well as with the help 
of volunteers. For those who cannot 
move from their village’s medical 
care is often provided on sight. For 
education Dulce Camino offers 
home studies as well as a variety of 
grade level studies from elementary 
to university studies. Currently they 
DUH� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� FUHDWLQJ� WKH� ¿UVW�
LQWHUFXOWXUDO�XQLYHUVLW\�RI�-DOLVFR���


 Besides all this Dulce Camino also 
arrange different festivities, concerts, 
Children’s Day events and, of course, 
Christmas celebrations. By its close 
work with the indigenous communities 
Dulce Camino constantly makes 
cultural exchanges allowing them 
to help the people, but even more 
important to actually learn from them 
and keeping the cultures alive.
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